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Blog Discourse Study from the Perspective of Gender Study

JIANG Runjie, LUAN Shuwen, XU Wanzhi

(College of Arts, China University of Petroleum, Qingdao, Shandong 266580, China)

Abstract; Internet is a household word in modern society, among which blogs are the most attractive new things. After the appearance
of Internet, feminists have been hoping to shape a real equal culture between male and female on such a tolerant platform. They can be
called " cyberfeminism" . Cyber feminism can be categorized as liberal, avant-garde (hard) cyberfeminism and conventional (soft) cy-
berfeminism, of which the former can be defined as the optimists of cyberfeminism and the latter, pessimists. For the former, the
optimistic expectation mainly derives from the change of conventional gender concepts in virtual space. Therefore, they maintain that
Internet as a new technology can empower women all possibilities to escape from the patriarchal society. On the other hand, the latter
maintains that the Internet are never "new" technology, as a kind of culturally gendered technology, which can not facilitate the eman-
cipation of women. The conventional gendered stereotypes and gendered rules are still existing. Therefore, the Internet is far from being
a net utopianism in gender study. Being interested in the blogs and linguistic gender studies, the author carried out a research into
gender-language relationship in the Chinese weblog context. The study reveals that although weblog is a theoretically free area, bloggers
are still restricted by their language habits formed in the specific culture in which they grow up. Therefore, it can be said that there is
no net utopianism from optimistic feminists.

Key words: cyberfeminism; Utopia; weblog; gender and language; discourse analysis



