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The Legal Status of Mobile Drilling Platform and the Influence
of Coastal State Jurisdiction in the Exclusive Economic Zone

WANG Zhenzhen

(School of Law, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: Owing to the ambiguity of the legal status of the mobile drilling platform, the state of registration as well as the coastal state
is entitled to manage its operation, relying on the jurisdiction of exploiting resources in the exclusive economic zone and territorial juris-
diction respectively. Therefore, the split jurisdiction leads to ineffective supervision of the operation of mobile drilling platform by the
coastal state. What is worse, it will enable the coastal state in an extremely unfavorable position if accidental spills occur when the
mobile oil platform operates. The aim to construct mobile drilling platform is to explore and the exploit natural resources on the
continental shelf, which is consistent with that of an installation. Further and even more importantly, it is beneficial to the exclusive ju-
risdiction in the exclusive economic zone of the coastal state and drawing up uniform requirements to reduce the risk of pollution, if
regards the mobile drilling platforms as installation. As far as China is concerned, it is entitled to manage the operation of mobile
drilling platform exclusively and safeguard their own interests relying on the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and
the specific provisions of domestic legislation when considering the mobile drilling platform as installation.

Key words: mobile drilling platform; exclusive economic zone; costal state jurisdiction; installation



