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Nature and Transcendence——Su Shi's Aesthetic Thought and Its

Humanistic Significance

LU Qingxiang'*?

(1. School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei 430079, China;
2. Normal College, Hubei Polytechnic University, Huangshi, Hubei 435000, China)

Abstract: The aesthetic thought of Su Shi represents in three main domains. First of all, in his concept of writing and truth, the pres-

entation of the literary view of " Ci Da" (‘expressiveness) is entirely out of the traditional relationship theory of writing and truth, and it

stresses both the functional value and its independent literary value; secondly, in his concept of nature, Su Shi considers nature from

the perspective of metaphysical ontology, in which it eliminates the opposition between the temperamental expression and artistic skill,

and emphasizes the major role of one's sentiment. Finally, his aesthetic concept of Jin Jie ('state) of " Chao Ran Wu Wai"

(transcendence) forges the model cultural personality of ancient Chinese scholar-bureaucrats.
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