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(1) a. James is a wolf, brutal and ruthless. I
cannot stand him.

b. James is a wolf, strong and courageous. I
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(2)John is a real fish. 1'%
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(3)1I wonder why Joan took that impossible case
to defend.

(4) Jim’ s defenders have helped him with his
lawsuit, but they left him bankrupt. *'**
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(5) Time is money.
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(7)Al; William is an old fox.

Bl Oh, is he?

A2. Yes, he cheated me several times.

B2. Maybe he is.

A3 The old fox just got promoted.

B3. Oh, did he?
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(10) This war is a matter of using every asset at
our disposal to keep the American people protected.
(The Third-round Bush—Kerry Presidential Debate )

(11) Terrorism is war.
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(12) (WriK M)

A. John is a fish.

B: Yeah, I heard he is a good swimmer.

A: I don’ t know that, but he drinks a lot.

C: I thought you were talking about a real fish.

B: Oh, no, John is a friend of us. (101222
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(15)a. He fell asleep.

b. He climbed the golden stair.

c. He answered the last number. /'
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(18) A: What kind of mood did you find the
boss?

(the boss’ s secretary came in)

B. The lion roared. !*'*!
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“fury” JEH T B” 7E BUE I AR 0 R A5 (55 =)
PRI HEARIE I, T T TR S PR, 1 32kR
EH AT, B A T B 2 T S 1SS PR
T REAA TR RIS By S AR O I A PR
UESZ 5 % AT LARRAR , 2R A 5 E k2 5, N1
PR AT LAGR ST .

(19) A; What kind of mood did you find the
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boss?

B: The lion roared.

A: What happened?

B: There is a prey before him, but a stronger lion
got it.

A Oh, maybe it is not a good time (to ask for
promotion ) .
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Functions of Metaphor in Negotiation
ZHANG Shujie' , FENG Dezheng’

(1. College of Arts, China University of Petroleum, Qingdao, Shandong 266580, China;
2. Department of English, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, 999077, China)

Abstract: As an important foundation for organizing the conceptual system and experience of human kind, metaphor plays a significant
role in the establishment and maintenance of interpersonal relationship. In the first place, metaphor is itself negotiable owing to its
nature and process of understanding. Secondly, the interlocutors can expand or abort a negotiation by choosing a certain metaphorical
expression. Meanwhile, as an indirect use of language, metaphor is an important means of expanding negotiation. In communication,
the interlocutors negotiate the meaning of metaphors and make negotiations go smoothly with indirect speech acts as a communicative
strategy.

Key words: metaphor; negotiation potentials; communicative strategy; indirect speech



