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Analysis of American Policy of Petroleum Export for China During 1949-1950
Ma Ding

( Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract : Lacking of oil resources, the urban economy of modern China extremely depends on the oil supplying from western sources.
When the victory of Chinese revolution had been achieved, American authority began to discuss the subject of controlling petroleum
export to China. In American opinion, being a typical dual-use production, petroleum would not only strength the threatening to the
western world from PLA, but also can be used as a level to manipulating Chinese diplomatic direction. Initially, theAmerican
authorities put the divergence between China and Russia as the main purpose of her Chinese policy and, accordingly, allowed
continuation of petroleumexport to China under some conditions. Following the further deterioration of Sino-U. S. relations and the
breaking out of Korean War, containing the " Communist expanding" in Far Eastern became the priority subject of American policy for
Far Eastern. American authority upgraded her controlling of petroleum export to China, and finally, completely embargoed her
petroleum export to China. Through studying American policy of petroleum exporting for China during that time, it can be concluded
that the cooperation of American enterprise and Allies authority are the key to the success of American policy of petroleum export for
China, which offers lessons for how current China counters against American restrictions on the export of technology to China and the
trade discrimination against China.
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