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Traveling Theory: The Dissemination of Domestication
and Foreignization in China

YIN Yantong

(College of Arts, China University of Petroleum, Qingdao, Shandong 266580, China)

Abstract: Edward Said's traveling theory is used to examine the travel of Domestication and Foreignization to China. Western
Domestication and foreignization have enjoyed great popularity since they were imported into China at the end of 1990s. They have been
accepted completely and have promoted the debate of " literal vs. free" translation in China. However, although they encounter little
resistance , they have undergone great transformation, which can be classified into reduction to technical transference, change of "not---
but---" category into " either--- or---" or " both" category, loss of original ethical and political rebelliousness. Among the various
factors responsible for their transformation the most important is the stereotyped thinking mode in Chinese translation studies, including
holistic and intuitive thinking, binary opposition and mean thought, and decontextualized way of thinking. This also demonstrates their
assimilation and acclimatization under the new accepting conditions.

Key words: translation; domestication; foreignization; traveling theory; dissemination; transformation



