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The Critique of Political Economy Leads to Historical Materialism

MA Lijuan', ZHENG Zhengzhen®

(1. School of Philosophy, Fudan University ,Shanghai 200433 , China ;
2. School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China ,Beijing 100872, China )

Abstract: The objective of Marx's critique of political economy is to criticize the capitalist production mode with the critique of political
economy as the medium to the point of material life. The conclusion of the critique reveals the metaphysics of modern life which is un-
covered with the reality of total alienation of capitalist production relations. The total alienation of capitalist production relations reflects
itself with inversion and paradox. So the interweave of conflicts of the new and old goes always along with the development of the
capitalist productivity and the capitalist society is a temporary and transitional society. The society is an organism not a crystalloid. This
conclusion accesses the historical materialism from both the generalized and narrow sides. Marx's historical materialism is the
ontological foundation of his critique of political economy. Therefore, historical materialism is a theory of historical ontology.

Key words: the critique of political economy; capital ; alienated labor ;historical materialism



