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On Anderson's Democratic Equality and Its Limits

QIN Zizhong

(School of Marxism, Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228, China)

Abstract: Luck equality is in face of the difficulty that it treats the weak without real equal respect. Because its basic claim, i.e. ,

" sensitive to ambition and insensitive to endowment" , may not only devalue or humiliate the weak who ask for aid, but also allow

blamable unfortunate persons to fall into unequal social relation. One way to avoid the difficulty encountered by luck egalitarianism is

E. S. Anderson's " democratic equality" . It claims that only by promoting and keeping equal social relation can the weak obtain real

equal respect. In virtue of incorrectly dealing with the responsibility information of the weak, however, democratic equality in fact treats

the weak without real equal respect as well.

Key words: E. S. Anderson; equal respect; luck egalitarianism; democratic equality; personal responsibility



