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""Ideology Turn' of Frye's Archetypal Criticism

LI Wei

(College of Liberal Arts, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510006, China)

Abstract ; Frye isolated an independent and circular literary world in Anatomy of Criticism. But the possibility of the whole circle of lit-
erature was questioned because of the absence of external context. Initially Frye intended to connect literature with society through the
concern function of literature, but where the motive power of circle comes from is still hanging. So he introduced the concept of ideology
in the study of the Bible, which was defined as a function of language. Ideology can adjust the relationship of signifier and signified of
language according to the changes of the society. The problems, such as where power comes from and what is the real relationship
between literature and society, were solved. At the same time, it does not violate the ontological status of literature. But the connection
between literature and ideology moves Frye's archetypal criticism towards broader cultural criticism gradually.

Key words: Frye; archetypal criticism; ideology; Bible; concern myth



