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On the Causes of the Formation of Tower-style Dwelling
Houses in the Yellow River Delta

LI Bowen, ZHANG Ka, HUO Yifan

(Museum of Binzhou, Binzhou, Shandong 256603, China)

Abstract : The tower-style dwelling houses are unique among Chinese traditional folk dwellings and are typical in the residential area on
the lower reaches of the Yellow River. There are various reasons for their formation, such as geographical environment, history and
culture, social customs, etc. The immediate reason is to protect residents from flood disasters. The deep reasons are the peoples’
attachment to their native land and immobility, convenient shipping conditions and new land created by the change of the river
course, etc.

Key words: the Yellow River Delta; tower-style dwelling houses; causes of the formation; avoid flooding; attachment to homeland

and immobility



