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The Investigation of Human Nature in Contemporary

Literary Disaster Writing

ZHANG Tanghui

(College of Humanities, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225002, China)

Abstract: In the face of great natural disasters such as plague, typhoon, earthquake, tsunami, flood and snowstorm, human nature,

either despicable or noble, has been truly tested. In contemporary literary disaster writing, the protagonist is often placed in an abnor-

mal natural disaster situation to show the brilliance and darkness of human nature in distress. On the one hand, people can more clearly

identify who is the real hero and brave warrior, showing the desperation of the tenacious and strong soul ; on the other hand, in the dis-

aster situation, some basic human values will be challenged, and the protagonist will suffer spiritual trials and tribulations, which is

conducive to depicting the protagonist's spiritual suffering in the disaster situation, and to show human compassion and helplessness.

Key words: contemporary literature ; natural disasters; human nature; meanness; the sublime; speculative



