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On the Paradigm of Environmental Rights of Purposeful Value

TENG Yanjuan

( Humanities and Law School, Zhengzhou University of Aeronautic, Zhengzhou, Henan 450046, China)

Abstract: The study of environmental rights once became an entry-level research topic in environmental law. However, the dispute be-
tween right standard and obligation standard has shaken the legitimacy of environmental rights, and the dispute over the subject of envi-
ronmental right caused by the generalization of environmental ethics and other research theories and methods has led the research into a

"

deadlock. The judicial-centered research paradigm which resorts to the " obligation standard" of instrumental value opens up a new re-
search field for the study of environmental right. With the vigorous implementation of judicial practice of environmental public interest
litigation , the judicial-centered research paradigm of environmental right has completed its historical mission. The legal nature of envi-
ronmental right with the public right being the main and the private right being the supplement calls for the return of the legislative-cen-

tered paradigm of environmental right research,which resorts to the "

right-standard" of purposeful value. The legislative-centered re-
search paradigm of environmental rights, which starts from strengthening legislation, studies environmental rights from two dimensions :
substantive environmental private rights and procedural environmental public rights. This research paradigm can further consolidate and
strengthen the scientific nature of environmental legislation.

Key words: environmental right; right standard; obligation standard; environmental public interest litigation; legislative-centered



