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Study on the Procedural Rhetoric of Energy Issues in
Western Video Games

GE Jingshen', ZHENG Xu', TIAN Weiqi’

(1. College of Liberal Aris, Journalism and Communication, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, Shangdong, China;
2. College of Foreign Languages, Xinjiang University, Urumgi 830046, Xingjiang, China)

Abstract: Mass culture products represented by video games are one of the important text objects of energy humanities research in re-
cent years. Through algorithms and immersive experiences, video games have revolutionized the mode of information dissemination and
reception of traditional mass culture products. Video game is a very important venue for regulating public relations, meaning negotia-
tion, and strategic communication in contemporary society. Analyses of two games featuring the oil sand industry in Western Alberta,
Canada, indicate that the procedural rhetoric of both games conveys an explicitly colonial and neoliberal stance. Although the games
show some environmentalist tendencies at the narrative level, their procedural rhetoric still takes the core ideology of contemporary capi-
talism as its kernel. Video games embedded with specific ideologies can be communicated and popularized worldwide via the global
commercial network of popular culture to serve a specific agenda. Therefore China should emphasize and reinforce the supervision,
guidance and investment of the video game industry to enhance the soft power of the industry.

Key words: Energy Humanities; video games; procedural rhetoric; neocolonialism
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